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Opinion
Rick Casillas 
The Commuter

     Succumbing 
to pandemic fear 
is a lesson we as 
a nation refuse to 
learn over and over 
again.  The latest 
entry in the long 
line of shameful 
displays belongs 
to swine flu, the 

newest incarnation of global ignorance that 
has for the last few months been driving 
down sales of pork and lashing an innocent 
industry with hype and consumer terror.  
Despite the best efforts of food safety of-
ficials to disconnect the relation between 
the two words and sedate the public’s 
concern, nothing seems to help.  Many still 
wear their idiocy across their mouths as 
they don white masks (which do NOTHING 
against the strain) in an effort to prevent 
the dreaded swine flu which has taken 
around 50 lives worldwide as of Sunday.  
Fifty lives, compared to the 36,000 in the 
United States alone that die annually from 
the regular flu, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.
  I would even wager you have a better 
chance of being eaten by a shark or getting 
anally probed by an alien than catching and 
subsequently dying from swine flu.  On 
our very own campus, we have notices that 
promote safety precautions, giving tips 
like wash your hands and don’t come into 
contact with other people. Common sense, 
really, but not the kind that gets posted 
every year around this time.  The issue and 
problem that secretes from this media-in-
duced frenzy is that all of our thrashing and 
hand wringing always ends up doing more 

harm than good.  If you recall within the last 
6 months we had a similar scare with lead-
based toys.  Despite not a single reported 
incident of death caused by the toys them-
selves, we still dismantled an entire industry 
out of baser instinct and unfounded fear.
 But, hey, at least we’re not grossly over-
reacting by ourselves!  In Egypt, a country 
on the cusp of being first world, about 
300,000 pigs were slaughtered as a pre-
caution against a disease that has nothing 
to do with swine of any kind.  Mexico is 
cancelling soccer games and closing res-
tauraunts everywhere to curb the flu rather 
than dealing with drug cartels systematical-
ly taking over their country.  Travel adviso-
ries and fancy titled councils desperate for a 
purpose have been meeting the world over 
to discuss and waste funding and time on 
the flu.  What’s worse is that we are asked 
to praise all of this build-up as preemptive 
and decisive action leading to convenient 
excuses to avoid embarrassment that come 
in the form of “well imagine how bad it 
WOULD have been if we hadn’t freaked out 
unnecessarily.”
 Despite the media’s mishandling of 
the topic, the responsibility for keeping 
our society in check, as always, falls to us.  
Problematic then that too few are willing to 
take up that responsibility, instead continu-
ing our pattern of living in a reactive world, 
where actions and extreme responses are 
triggered by emotion rather than logic. But 
it’s never too late to turn back and begin 
using your heads instead of your hearts.  I 
have faith in you, America.  Stay apprehen-
sive and eat a pork chop.  Fight against this 
onslaught of media coverage and hug a pig, 
or your mother, or just cough on someone 
you love. Just don’t stay indoors and live a 
bacon-free existence over an epidemic that 
doesn’t exist.

The nation that
cried “pig!”

Greg Dewar
The Commuter

	    When was 
the last time 
you repaired 
anything that 
broke?  When 
was the last 
time you actu-
ally had some-
thing break 
that could be 

repaired?  I often look back over the 
history of technologies and see how 
things used to be built to last, or to 
be serviced: the end result would be 
continued service.  
 In today’s mass-market (but 
lost mass-production) world, if a 
part breaks you replace the part.  If 
enough parts break you replace the 
entire machine.  There was a time 
(way before my time, obviously, I’m 
just waxing) where you could actually 
take a part out of a transistor radio 
and fix it yourself.  Try tearing apart 
and fixing any electronic device today, 
you’ll probably need a lot of PCB and 
solder to get the job done, if you even 
can.  
 The genesis of all this is that I’m 
selling a car, and my grandfather 
wanted to take parts out of it and 
keep them in case a different car 
broke down.  What I had to explain 
to him was that this wasn’t the ‘50s; 
cars weren’t produced with enough 
parts in common or bulk technologies 
that you could cannibalize one vehicle 
to repair the other.  Hell, if you look 
under the hood of two different ve-
hicles in the same size range, chances 

are their engines aren’t remotely the 
same shape or size- from the same 
company.  
 Essentially if you had two devices 
that are similar in function and one 
breaks, you cannot use the other to 
fix it.  The companies don’t want you 
to do that.  If you repair something 
that breaks, they make no money.  If 
you replace by buying another one 
from them: bingo! You’ve earned the 
trait: capitalism!
 I’d like to go back to that idealis-
tic time I read about in history books 
where mass production truly meant 
mass production.  Instead of 800 
factories producing 800 unique and 
non-interchangeable parts, you have 
100 factories producing the same 
part for a variety of machines.  This 
makes parts cheap, this makes repairs 
cheap, this prevents so much useless 
machina from filling landfills.  We’re 
no longer a mass-production society, 
but a specific-production society.  
The more specific and anal retentive 
you can be, the better it is for the 
company... just not anyone else.
 It’d be better for the environment, 
and it’d be better for the consumer.  
And in times like these when capital-
istic faith is at an all-time low, you 
companies out there might want to 
start building up a little consumer 
brand loyalty and faith.
 Barring all that, I’d settle for 
repairing an electronic part without 
having to do enough research to be 
an electrical engineer at the part’s 
manufacturing company.
 Or if you’re going to make stuff 
so specific and unrepairable, at least 
make them last...

They don’t make ‘em 
like they used to...

Greg Dewar
The Commuter

     Why do demons always enter 
our fantasies?  I got to think-
ing about Tolkien the other day, 
and the Angmarim and Men of 
Rhudaur.  What would possess 
an entire population to become 
“evil” and side with the forces of 
Mordor?  Obviously, they don’t 
think they’re evil, or if they 
do, they don’t care.  Their way 
of life is fine for them.  Is it a 
charismatic leader, or a religion?  
Or possibly just greed?  Perhaps 
you’ve just had a leader so long 
that you trust them, and accept 
their white lies.  
 Still, you’ve got to real-
ize allying with Sauron has no 
benefit, it’s not like he’s going 
to uphold his end of the bargain 
when your usefulness has worn 
out; you’ll just become slaves or 
a lower class.  
     Then it hit me. The Third Re-
ich: an entire population swayed 
into unspeakable acts by one 
man and his closest advisors.  

How easy it must be to simply 
be “following orders”.  		
 So then I began to posit: 
“maybe this other side in the 
‘war of the ring’ might not be so 
black and white.”  It might not 
even be about evil at all.  Cer-
tainly, the German people are 
not evil.  Could you hate every 
German in 1946 when things 
were calming down?  Little girls 
and old men?  Maybe they had 
no idea of the truth of what was 
happening.  Maybe they just 
went along with it.  
 Similarly, maybe the “evil” 
races in The Lord of the Rings 
don’t have the larger picture of 
what’s going on in mind.  Or 
they’re so snowed by the prom-
ises made to them that a few 
casualties here and there are 
acceptable.  Nationalism can be 
a potent catalyst.
     Tolkien wrote “The Hobbit” 
in 1936.  It contained nothing 
so dour and unspeakable as 
Mordor in it.  It was a gener-
ally light-hearted fantasy romp 
about unlikely heroes and 

dragons, with an almost-war 
thrown in.  This almost-war part 
is what interests me, because it 
is racially driven.  In 1936, the 
Third Reich was fast approach-
ing the height of its power.  A 
racially-driven war was about to 
begin.  Tolkien, in his fantasy, 
almost wishes that war to never 
occur.
     Tolkein began writing the 
Lord of the Rings Trilogy and 
the Silmarillion in 1937, and it 
was initially published in 1954.  
One has to wonder about how, 
subconsciously or not, some-
thing as prime evil as Sauron 
got into his novels.  The vast 
forces and power he command-
ed, coupled with his control 
of annexed and allied nation-
states, seems oddly reminiscent 
of the Third Reich. 
     I think that his fantasy de-
mons were merely replicas of 
real-life demons thrown into an 
ambiguous world where they 
can be just as black and white 
as you want them to: none of 
the social distresses leftover 

from World War II existed in his 
trilogy.  
     It’s interesting to examine 
why our fantasy villains mir-
ror real life villains, while our 
fantasy heroes are absolutely 
outrageous.  In our minds, I 
believe, that we want to conquer 
what we can’t in reality.  When 
the war of the ring was over, it 
was over.  Sure there was some 
generic cleanup and leftover 
pockets of goblin and orc resis-
tance, but it was done, it ended 
as a real war would like to.  
 The social implications are 
gone, evil has been vanquished 
and the world can breathe 
again.  There is nothing leftover 
to deal with like the complex 
issues that took hold over Berlin 
after it was captured: the Berlin 
Wall, for instance.
     Think back to the last few 
stories you’ve partaken of: 
what drives the generic bad 
guy?  I’m not talking about the 
absolute villain here.  I’m talk-
ing about the “henchman.”  Is 
it religion, like in so many of 

our Middle East-based stories?  
Is it religious fanaticism, like 
so many stories about cults 
and religious grey areas?  Is it 
power, like in our stories about 
Communism and the former 
Eastern Bloc?  Think about your 
favorite fantasy or sci-fi stories.  
Think about the Empire in Star 
Wars- committing genocide on 
entire planets- so many will-
ing soldiers...and why?  Think 
about the Borg in Star Trek: as-
similating people to add to their 
collective, because they feel 
their way of “life” is superior, or 
the territorial expansion of the 
Jem’Hadar.
     Now think about just how 
black and white all of it is 
portrayed.  All of these evils 
have one thing in common: 
they’re loosely based off of the 
atrocities in our own past and 
present.  They have another 
thing in common: they’re all 
dehumanized to the point of no 
redemption.  In these stories, 
like in reality, is anything really 
that black and white?

Demons: dreaming of our own enemies
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Surreal Living Crosswords, cartoons and 
classifieds to brighten your day.
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Deadline:  Ads accepted by 5 p.m. Friday 
will appear in the following Wednesday 
issue. Ads will appear only once per 
submission. If you wish a particular ad 
to appear in successive issues, you must 
resubmit it.

Cost:  Ads that do not solicit for a private 
business are free to students, staff and 
faculty. All others are charged at a rate of 
10 cents per word, payable when the ad 
is accepted.

Personals:  Ads placed in the “Personals” 
category are limited to one ad per 
advertiser per week; no more than 50 
words per ad.

Libel/Taste:  The Commuter will 
not knowingly publish material that 
treats individuals or groups in an 
unfair manner. Any advertisement 
judged libelous or in poor taste by the 
newspaper editorial staff will be rejected.

Help Wanted

You can sign up at www.linnbenton.
edu/go/StudentEmployment to look at 
student & graduate jobs. *For more info 
about the opportunities listed below, 
please see Carla in Student Employment 
in the Career Center (Takena 101).

CNAs/Caregivers (#7267, Albany) If 
you like working with the elderly, these 
positions offer full-time, part-time and 
various shifts.

Laundry Aide (#7270, Albany) Part-time, 
weekends and on-call opportunities exist 
for this posting which would provide 
extra money for a student.  

Maintenance 3—HVAC Technician 
(#7273, Corvallis) If you can provide 
journey level maintenance services for 
the school district, this job is for you.  
They are looking to hire ASAP!

Seasonal Truck Drivers (#7277) & 
Harvester Operator (#7276) Are you 
looking for summer work? This Albany 
company is taking applications starting 
June 8 for full-time seasonal work!!

Services

Pregnant? Free pregnancy test. 
Information on options. Non-pressured. 
Confidential. 
Options Pregnancy Resource Center. 
Corvallis 541-757-9645. Albany 541-
924-0166. www.possiblypregnant.org/

For Sale

Custom, affordable jewelry and acceso-
ries. Semi-precious stones, hemp and 
accessory bags. Customize it yourself, or 
choose something in stock. Call Mary-
Anne at Gypsy Jayne Jewelry & Accesso-
ries at 541-908-3658 or rosebinx@aol.
com.




