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The syntax of
sin tax

Rick Casillas
The Commuter

After an extensive hiatus from all things
social networking, | foolishly decided to drown
in self-indulgent shrine making and got a
J)DFHERRN DFFRXQW
as | thought it would be. After fighting down
an urgent desire to commit seppuku | swal-
lowed my shame and begun spelunking about,
searching for friends current and old and gen-
erally wasting time until American Idol came on

DQRWKHU VHFUHW VKDPH
what do mine eyes find on the screen but a
group against the upcoming beer tax. Not be-
ing an avid drinker myself | was unaware there
was even such a thing in the works but not in
the least bit surprised.

An increase from $2.60 to $49.61 per bar-
rel according to CNN, which works itself out
to 1900 percent, but | have no intentions of
GRLQJ WKH PDWK

+RQHVWO\

WR ZDYLQJ RXU ILQJHUV ZKHQ L

nastiness and not our own. As is the trend in
demonizing behavior in America, we first target
the habit, then the person, and finally eliminate
it altogether. While some may think smoking is
gross and dangerous and should be systemati-
calWremo@& ftumDhneé bEHaGor of Americans.
You might like talking on your cell phone while
driving, or being married without having to
renew your license every five years, or flushing
your toilet as you please; everyone has their
sin, and sadly there is someone out there that

: KH Quilgudlge BaQ for iE EVeR B0B troubling is

there are those that will go further and attempt
to legislate your behavior because they feel
they possess the right to dictate to you how
you should live. Demonization through taxes
is not new in practice, and as is the method we
are being told that this beer tax will be used

to help fund programs to help stop dangerous
drinking. Which makes sense, according to all

7KH UHDO LV VXROLWQ AL DARH, DYAHWHEDHOU O LV W H (

IV GYegdig Bewy QH HOVH -V
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This weekend | decided to
finally make the switch to a 64-bit
OS(operating system). The impe-
tus has been there for awhile. |
had more than 4 GB of RAM in my
computer, the maximum amount a
32-bit OS can address, but | rarely
ever even approached that bench-
mark in terms of memory usage.

*UDQG 7KHIW $XWR ,9
terribly ported Game for Windows
Live hog-beast that proceeded to
sap up almost all my RAM. This
coupled with the fact that Lord of
the Rings Online has issues fully
processing Direct X 10 textures

on a 32-bit OS prompted me to
) Higgdi®8 WD[HV DUH RQO\

FKDQJH EXW SHRSOH -V UHDFWLR®VHGKHR) DH.@BUAKLOGUHQ -V KRY'S L WihONasR@@d Sikke-1961

told from the mouth of our freshly elected

liar in chief to read his lips we would “not be
paying new taxes” unless we were one of the
wealthy elite, | high fived myself in cautious
optimism. But in a clever turnabout way, a lib-
eral Congress under Messiah 2.0 has managed
to slip the bill to us anyway. Many of you have
probably waved your hands at the cigarette tax

ate anti-drug ad campaigns; (which are totally
working by the way) but being a silly dumb

$PHULFDQ ,-P VXUH WKH JRYHUQ

use for my money than me, after all, | would
just waste it on things | need like rent and car

SD\PHQWVY DQG , KHDU WKHUH -

thousand dollar toilet seats in the Senate.
The point here is no one, and | shall repeat

KLNH EHFDXVH HLWKHU \RX GR Q- \ih dapialiletierRfor eanpitag)s, NO ONE should
IXUWKHU \RX WKLQN LW-V D QD YV Whe kish&Iz&d fay engaging R 4 PeGectly legal

be stamped out; and hell, if making those dirty
second hand breathers pay more will do it,

then by golly all the better. But the problem
facing every chain-smoking-alcoholic-freight-
crew-member at grocery stores across America
now is that their income is not able to handle
the massive change. While Obama may be able
to afford his two pack a day habit (Google is
your ally, friends), others, read not the wealthy
elite, may suffer when the thieving curve gets
set too high.

the habit as the reaction, sadly we are prone

activity by the government. Every person has a

ULJKW WR MXGJH DQRWKHU LI \H

ing, fine. Turn up your nose and blog until
your fingers fall off, but once Uncle Sam takes
a hand in the browbeating it becomes an is-
sue. Examine your own behavior before you
lay a critical eye on others, some day they will
find your sin and tax it, whether your pleasure
is looking at online pornography in a Bible-
belt state or owning a successful business you

PD\ QRW OLNH WKH VKRH ZKHQ
7KH LVVXH DV , VWDWHG HDUOIRRW LEQFEXWR LX\FK WKH ZURQ

arch support.

in Supercomputers and servers
soon followed. However, in the
Fh&rndf EdMpLreFrbWEtY Ebit
computing remained king. For
now, it still is.
D YHe Biigrith Behtid B84-bit
LV WHUULEOH
processors capable of handling
it cropped up in 2003, thanks to
AMD (Advanced Micro Devices).
In 2004 Intel admitted that it
Xwezshvarkig 6hleRlibt faiddn N-
computer processors as well.
Many people bought them in the
zeal of new technology. And
64-bit versions of Linux distri-
butions cropped up to carry the
technology, but where were the

mainstream | mean Windows, and

Wo ¥ iR 188 HexBMekiMosh
O kHisdm® $ardfoRs\of @Hieh are
already 64-hit).

Socialism we can believe In

Adam LaMascus
For The Commuter

The other day | saw an old Ford pickup
truck, resplendent in bumper stick-
ers loudly and proudly proclaiming its

OHPEHU p "% XVK &KHQH\ ¢

the new scary boogey-man type word, the
UHSODFHPHQW IRU DQRWKHU béefitthe gebplé LHZ DV
being “Un-American.” My family is predominately old-school
We have a few problems here. First
of all, we tend to think of socialism and
communism as the same, which they are
RZQHU:V DIILOLDWLRQV DQG RRWLRBOWR "ZFHSWKHQ HT XD W EpdalRdPddiiuinigr?and Nazis, followed

Mt Wit is actually Stalinism (which is

den s-word, and using them to greatly

them speak of socialism like they used

inevitably by a comment that socialism

64-bits to
freedom

At first glance, using a 64-bit
RV GRHVQ-W UHDOO\ IHHO DQ
| was able to get 64-bit versions
of all of my drivers with ease. |
KDYHQ-W QRWLFHG D ERRVW
PDQFH EHFDXVH , FDQ-W VH
find any 64-bit applications that
, QHHG , FDQ ILQG VRPH E.
have to create uses for them.
The biggest driver behind this
new home computing phenom-
enon is the ability to address 4 GB

,W ZDVQ-W XQWLO , DFT X bithto@ of R&M.9As home com -
| Ruting Kdvar3c&s abdd programs

UHTXLUH PRUH DQG PRUH 53%¢(
bit computing will take off. The
ability to address up to 16-exa-
bytes of RAM will keep us going
IRU D YHU\ ORQJ WLPH 7KDW
E\WHV , GRQ-W HYHQ ZDQW
math on that.

W:V EHHQ SURYHQ WKDW F
tion algorithms run 3-5 times
faster on 64-bit processors, but,
for the most part, most end-user
KRPH DSSOLFDWLRQV GRQ-W
of a benefit with a 64-bit pro-
FHVVRU XQOHVV WKH\-UH VS
FRGHG IRU LW ,W-:V DOPRVYV

3 HUVR Q DvrlE R &iaid Wv/dhahge; afraid to

HPEUDFH WKH QHZ JHQHUDWI
EHHQ \HDUV DQG WKHUH-V D
64-bit apps for end-users. | have
enough RAM to embrace it. | have
WKH &38 WR HPEUDFH LW (
lot of people have processors with

ELW HIWHQVLRQV 6R OHW
/HW-V GR LW /HW:-V DOO JHW
watts of RAM and encrypt things to
high heaven.
Or, we can wait patiently as the

PDLQVWUHDP 26-V" 21 FR B4b¥ tévolation finally comes to

pass when people need to address
WKH 550 2QFH LW-V KHUH W
LW-O0 EH KHUH WR VWD\ |

ity of their goods, took enough so that

they could live comfortably, and owned

D IHZ KLJKO\ SUL]JHG SRVVHVVLR(
SURWHVWDQWY SUR PLOLW D USugbsatinglthdtive & Dl away our pos-

ULDJH SUR XQEULGOHG FD S LiasBiddd antivgo live ¥sHnaohks[ ery my

Xbox 360 as much as the next guy). What

| am suggesting is that perhaps social-

ism does have some good ideas, and that

&KHQH\ § p "OF&DLQ 3DOLQ factugly @d3edth @scism). Therefore the
f HWDQG VR RQ 2QH VWLF N Htandam Xdherieanfrain of thought is that
attention in particular. “Socialism we can socialism = totalitarian government and
believe in,” where the O was of course the repression. This is disappointing. The
Obama logo. This irked me and really Swedes, Canadians, Germans, and Swiss,
made me think: we Americans, particularly just to name a few, are all using methods
in conservative circles, use “socialism” as in their countries that are from the forbid-

FDQ-W ZRUN , ZHQW WR KLJKZMPKERXO G} VBWPPHGLDWHO\ EUD
Francis, which housed a decent sized thing Socialist as evil, inherently wrong,
community of Franciscan monks. The DQG "'8Q $PHULFDQ pn ,-P DOVR V3
fact of the matter is, they live as social- that we as a country should try to be a

ists. My conservative school contained a little less ignorant, socialism is not evil or

conservative, and yet socialist microcosm, inherently wrong, it is all in the execution

and it worked. They shared the major- WKDW GHWHUPLQHYVY DQ LGHD-V PH

uture
Admiral Janeway, the U.S.S. Voyager
returns to the Alpha Quadrant.
,L,UKNHTL?

;OL LILU[Z VM :[HY ;YLR! OUZ\YYLJ[PVU +PHSVN\L PU [OPZ AST__HUK PU [n2l377'-Wit-Af.1lthgf(\‘ellpof‘aff\“r = 3LH]L )LOPUK®* WSHJL
[OL JOYVUVSVN' VM [OPZ AST HZ K\YPUN [OH[ LWPZVKL HM[LY [OL AUHS IH[[
4VZ[ UV[HISL PU [OL AST PZ >VYM»Z HIPSP[' [V SLH]L [OL Z[H[PVU [V QVPU [O
KPWSVTH[Z ILPUN PU]JVS]LK PU +VTPUPVU ULNV[PH[PVUZ HUK [OL -LKLYH[PV
established as a Dominion ally during the war.

L [OL 2379 -The events of Star Trek TVU®
Z H Nemesis, resulting in the death of U
YR “F 3[ *TKY +H[H L




Wednesday, May 6, 2009 http://commuter.linnbenton.edu

GURREAL LIVING

Page 15

The Commuter

Editor-In-Chief: Gregory Dewar
Managing Editor: MaryAnne Turner
Newsroom Desk: 541-917-4451
E-mail: commuter@linnbenton.edu

Crosswords, cartoons and some
fun facts to brighten your day.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis E
ul
ACROSS 1 2 3 |4 s 6 |7 [8 |9 10 [11 [12 |13 E‘
1 Underworld VIPs s
5 Bench warmers 14 15 16 :
10 E-mail to be E
filtered 7 18 1
14 Radiate A
15 Emmy winner on 20 & % /Q- 3
her 19th try 23 \ :
16 Guadalajara .
bread 27 30 |31 { : :
17 City on the g
Truckee 1 25
18 Future oak j
19 Sound hoarse l i
20 “Kids Say The
Darndest
Things!” author
23 “In my opinion ..
24 Raise canines?
27 __Vegas
28 Well-bred 56 |57
32 Pirate’s quaff
33 Congressional 58 |59 60 61
bone of
coniention 62 63 64
35 Taj Mahal site .
38 Clock seting std. [ % o7 “Pat’s independently wealthy
39 Tracy’s Trueheart = ”
40 Dochie 1o By Mike Peluso 5/6/09 and dependably entertaining.
45 B':?c?,(;flcj)treshort 6 E:gig(éjggery TueSday s Puzzle Solved ©2009 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 512
46 Uncomfortable 7 Green sci. B[(O|P
spot 8 Land measure u[njo
47 Busy proin Apr. 9 Herbal beverage N[A[S
50 “Boston Legal” 10 Binge ANE;
actor 11 Partridge’s home? E
52 Atoll enclosure 12 Obnoxious sort E|R|S 8
54 Food reaction 13 Barber’s G RN 8
Shared by about Cha”enge R HIE|IR '2.
3 million 21 Actress Swenson E 1 TolE 8
Americans 22 Relate E
58 Phoenix suburb 25 O’'Hare and JFK E LIIE
60 Suffix with hippo- 26 Initial response LN L|E|D
61 Mower-making team, initially S|H|A
giant 29 When bats fly PIEIC
62 Skating jump 30 Inquisitor __de
63 Western Torquemada OlAlR
64 Shortly 31 nous I|V|E
65 Mail . 33Bahamasairport |L|E|S
66 “No guts, no _ code (c)2009 Tribune Media Servies, Inc. 5/6/09
67 Docile 34 Sot's shakes
35 Bldg. units 44 List ender 51 Meted (out)
DOWN 36 Golf lesson 47 Beer served with 53 Insinuate
1 Foil, as a plan subject alime 55 River to the
2 Last book in 37 Gets worse after 48 “Fiddler on the Caspian
Puzo’s getting better Roof” fear 56 Dorothy’s
“Godfather” 41 Old Mets home 49 Memorable dog
trilogy 42 Deep-fried frank repeated 57 NAFTA part:
3 Jazzy intervals 43 Anagram of 54- question by the Abbr.
4 Popular vodka, Across’s ending economics 58 Auto club ,/7/‘2»/0@«4
familiarly that can follow teacher (played offering
5 Pancake, when the first word of by Ben Stein)in 59 Outer: Pref.
holding a 20-, 33-, 40- and “Ferris Bueller's 6 int- iti
SaUSgs oA Day Off ... and to my son Larry, | leave my mint-condition

)

%
A

SAKE,QLADYS,
ALL 1 DID

WAS SNEEZE!

Spider-Man No. 1 comic book — don’t touch it!”
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