












Wednesday, May 6, 2009http://commuter.linnbenton.eduPage 14

Submissions to The Commuter:
E-mail: commuter@linnbenton.edu

Drop-in: Forum 222 
Please sign and keep to 300 words or less.

The Commuter
Editor-In-Chief: Gregory Dewar
Managing Editor: MaryAnne Turner
Opinion Editor: Rick Casillas
Newsroom Desk: 541-917-4451
E-mail: commuter@linnbenton.edu

The syntax of
sin tax

Rick Casillas
The Commuter

 After an extensive hiatus from all things 
social networking, I foolishly decided to drown 
in self-indulgent shrine making and got a 
�)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�������+�R�Q�H�V�W�O�\�����L�W�·�V���Q�R�W���D�V���E�D�G��
as I thought it would be.  After fighting down 
an urgent desire to commit seppuku I swal-
lowed my shame and begun spelunking about, 
searching for friends current and old and gen-
erally wasting time until American Idol came on 
���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�H�F�U�H�W���V�K�D�P�H���������:�K�H�Q���O�R�·���D�Q�G���E�H�K�R�O�G��
what do mine eyes find on the screen but a 
group against the upcoming beer tax.  Not be-
ing an avid drinker myself I was unaware there 
was even such a thing in the works but not in 
the least bit surprised. 
  An increase from $2.60 to $49.61 per bar-
rel according to CNN, which works itself out 
to 1900 percent, but I have no intentions of 
�G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�D�W�K�������7�K�H���U�H�D�O���L�V�V�X�H���L�V�Q�·�W���W�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�O��
�F�K�D�Q�J�H���E�X�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�·�V���U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�������:�K�H�Q���Z�H���Z�H�U�H��
told from the mouth of our freshly elected 
liar in chief to read his lips we would “not be 
paying new taxes” unless we were one of the 
wealthy elite, I high fived myself in cautious 
optimism.  But in a clever turnabout way, a lib-
eral Congress under Messiah 2.0 has managed 
to slip the bill to us anyway.  Many of you have 
probably waved your hands at the cigarette tax 
�K�L�N�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���H�L�W�K�H�U���\�R�X���G�R�Q�·�W���V�P�R�N�H���R�U���H�Y�H�Q��
�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W�·�V���D���Q�D�V�W�\���K�D�E�L�W���D�Q�G���V�K�R�X�O�G��
be stamped out; and hell, if making those dirty 
second hand breathers pay more will do it, 
then by golly all the better.  But the problem 
facing every chain-smoking-alcoholic-freight-
crew-member at grocery stores across America 
now is that their income is not able to handle 
the massive change.  While Obama may be able 
to afford his two pack a day habit (Google is 
your ally, friends), others, read not the wealthy 
elite, may suffer when the thieving curve gets 
set too high.
�� �7�K�H���L�V�V�X�H�����D�V���,���V�W�D�W�H�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�����L�V�Q�·�W���V�R���P�X�F�K��
the habit as the reaction, sadly we are prone 

�W�R���Z�D�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���I�L�Q�J�H�U�V���Z�K�H�Q���L�W�·�V���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���H�O�V�H�·�V��
nastiness and not our own.  As is the trend in 
demonizing behavior in America, we first target 
the habit, then the person, and finally eliminate 
it altogether.  While some may think smoking is  
gross and dangerous and should be systemati-
cally removed from the behavior of Americans.  
You might like talking on your cell phone while 
driving, or being married without having to 
renew your license every five years, or flushing 
your toilet as you please; everyone has their 
sin, and sadly there is someone out there that 
will judge you for it.  Even more troubling is 
there are those that will go further and attempt 
to legislate your behavior because they feel 
they possess the right to dictate to you how 
you should live.  Demonization through taxes 
is not new in practice, and as is the method we 
are being told that this beer tax will be used 
to help fund programs to help stop dangerous 
drinking. Which makes sense, according to all 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V���,�·�Y�H���H�Y�H�U���O�L�V�W�H�Q�H�G���W�R�����W�D�[�H�V���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\��
�X�V�H�G���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�V���D�Q�G���F�U�H-
ate anti-drug ad campaigns; (which are totally 
working by the way) but being a silly dumb 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���,�·�P���V�X�U�H���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���D���E�H�W�W�H�U��
use for my money than me, after all, I would 
just waste it on things I need like rent and car 
�S�D�\�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���,���K�H�D�U���W�K�H�U�H�·�V���D���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H���R�I��
thousand dollar toilet seats in the Senate.
 The point here is no one, and I shall repeat 
in capital letters for emphasis, NO ONE should 
be ostracized for engaging in a perfectly legal 
activity by the government.  Every person has a 
�U�L�J�K�W���W�R���M�X�G�J�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����L�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�·�W���O�L�N�H���G�U�L�Q�N-
ing, fine.  Turn up your nose and blog until 
your fingers fall off, but once Uncle Sam takes 
a hand in the browbeating it becomes an is-
sue.  Examine your own behavior before you 
lay a critical eye on others, some day they will 
find your sin and tax it, whether your pleasure 
is looking at online pornography in a Bible-                                                                    
belt state or owning a successful business you 
�P�D�\���Q�R�W���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���V�K�R�H���Z�K�H�Q���L�W�·�V���R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U��
�I�R�R�W�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�·�V���W�K�H���Z�U�R�Q�J���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G���K�D�V���Q�R��
arch support.

Gregory Dewar
The Commuter	

 This weekend I decided to 
finally make the switch to a 64-bit 
OS(operating system).  The impe-
tus has been there for awhile.  I 
had more than 4 GB of RAM in my 
computer, the maximum amount a 
32-bit OS can address, but I rarely 
ever even approached that bench-
mark in terms of memory usage.  
�,�W���Z�D�V�Q�·�W���X�Q�W�L�O���,���D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G���*�7�$���,�9��
���*�U�D�Q�G���7�K�H�I�W���$�X�W�R���,�9�����I�R�U���W�K�H���3�&�����D��
terribly ported Game for Windows 
Live hog-beast that proceeded to 
sap up almost all my RAM.  This 
coupled with the fact that Lord of 
the Rings Online has issues fully 
processing Direct X 10 textures 
on a 32-bit OS prompted me to 
upgrade.
 64-bit has existed since 1961 
in Supercomputers and servers 
soon followed.  However, in the 
personal computer market, 32-bit 
computing remained king.  For 
now, it still is.
  The stigma behind 64-bit 
�L�V���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H�������3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�S�X�W�H�U��
processors capable of handling 
it cropped up in 2003, thanks to 
AMD (Advanced Micro Devices).  
In 2004 Intel admitted that it 
was working on 64-bit personal 
computer processors as well.  
Many people bought them in the 
zeal of new technology.  And 
64-bit versions of Linux distri-
butions cropped up to carry the 
technology,  but where were the 
�P�D�L�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P���2�6�·�V�"�����2�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����E�\��
mainstream I mean Windows, and 
to a much lesser extent Macintosh 
OSX (some versions of which are 
already 64-bit).

 At first glance, using a 64-bit 
�R�V���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���I�H�H�O���D�Q�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W������
I was able to get 64-bit versions 
of all of my drivers with ease.  I 
�K�D�Y�H�Q�·�W���Q�R�W�L�F�H�G���D���E�R�R�V�W���L�Q���S�H�U�I�R�U-
�P�D�Q�F�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���F�D�Q�·�W���V�H�H�P���W�R��
find any 64-bit applications that 
�,���Q�H�H�G�������,���F�D�Q���I�L�Q�G���V�R�P�H�����E�X�W���,�·�O�O��
have to create uses for them.
 The biggest driver behind this 
new home computing phenom-
enon is the ability to address 4 GB 
or more of RAM.  As home com -
puting advances and programs 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H���P�R�U�H���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���5�$�0����������
bit computing will take off.  The 
ability to address up to 16-exa-
bytes of RAM will keep us going 
�I�R�U���D���Y�H�U�\���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H�����7�K�D�W�·�V���D���O�R�W���R�I��
�E�\�W�H�V�������,���G�R�Q�·�W���H�Y�H�Q���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���G�R���W�K�H��
math on that.
�� �,�W�·�V���E�H�H�Q���S�U�R�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���H�Q�F�U�\�S-
tion algorithms run 3-5 times 
faster on 64-bit processors, but, 
for the most part, most end-user 
�K�R�P�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�R�Q�·�W���V�H�H���P�X�F�K��
of a benefit with a 64-bit pro-
�F�H�V�V�R�U���X�Q�O�H�V�V���W�K�H�\�·�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\��
�F�R�G�H�G���I�R�U���L�W�������,�W�·�V���D�O�P�R�V�W���D�V���L�I���W�K�H��
world is afraid to change; afraid to 
�H�P�E�U�D�F�H���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�������,�W�·�V��
�E�H�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�·�V���D���G�H�D�U�W�K���R�I��
64-bit apps for end-users.  I have 
enough RAM to embrace it.  I have 
�W�K�H���&�3�8���W�R���H�P�E�U�D�F�H���L�W�������,�Q���I�D�F�W�����D��
lot of people have processors with 
�������E�L�W���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�������6�R���O�H�W�·�V���V�H�H���L�W������
�/�H�W�·�V���G�R���L�W�������/�H�W�·�V���D�O�O���J�H�W�������������J�L�J�D��
watts of RAM and encrypt things to 
high heaven.
Or, we can wait patiently as the 
64-bit revolution finally comes to 
pass when people need to address 
�W�K�H���5�$�0�������2�Q�F�H���L�W�·�V���K�H�U�H�����W�K�R�X�J�K����
�L�W�·�O�O���E�H���K�H�U�H���W�R���V�W�D�\�������������H�[�D�E�\�W�H�V��

64-bits to 
freedom

Adam LaMascus
For The Commuter

 The other day I saw an old Ford pickup 
truck, resplendent in bumper stick-
ers loudly and proudly proclaiming its 
�R�Z�Q�H�U�·�V���D�I�I�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V�������´�1�5�$��
�0�H�P�E�H�U���µ���´�%�X�V�K���&�K�H�Q�H�\���¶�������µ���´�%�X�V�K��
�&�K�H�Q�H�\���¶�������µ���´�0�F�&�D�L�Q���3�D�O�L�Q���¶�������µ���´�3�D�O�L�Q��
�¶�������µ���D�Q�G���V�R���R�Q�������2�Q�H���V�W�L�F�N�H�U���F�D�X�J�K�W���P�\��
attention in particular.  “Socialism we can 
believe in,” where the O was of course the 
Obama logo.  This irked me and really 
made me think: we Americans, particularly 
in conservative circles, use “socialism” as 

the new scary boogey-man type word, the 
�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���¶�L�V�P�·���Z�H���Y�L�H�Z���D�V��
being “Un-American.” 
 We have a few problems here.  First 
of all, we tend to think of socialism and 
communism as the same, which they are 
�Q�R�W�������$�O�V�R�����Z�H���W�K�H�Q���H�T�X�D�W�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�P��
with what is actually Stalinism (which is 
actually closer to fascism).  Therefore the 
standard American train of thought is that 
socialism = totalitarian government and 
repression.  This is disappointing.  The 
Swedes, Canadians, Germans, and Swiss, 
just to name a few, are all using methods 
in their countries that are from the forbid-

den s-word, and using them to greatly 
benefit the people. 
 My family is predominately old-school 
�3�U�R�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W�V�����S�U�R���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�����D�Q�W�L���J�D�\���P�D�U-
�U�L�D�J�H�����S�U�R���X�Q�E�U�L�G�O�H�G���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W�������,�·�Y�H���K�H�D�U�G��
them speak of socialism like they used 
speak of communism and Nazis, followed 
inevitably by a comment that socialism 
�F�D�Q�·�W���Z�R�U�N�������,���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���K�L�J�K���V�F�K�R�R�O���D�W���6�W����
Francis, which housed a decent sized 
community of Franciscan monks.  The 
fact of the matter is, they live as social-
ists.  My conservative school contained a 
conservative, and yet socialist microcosm, 
and it worked.  They shared the major-

ity of their goods, took enough so that 
they could live comfortably, and owned 
�D���I�H�Z���K�L�J�K�O�\���S�U�L�]�H�G���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�������,�·�P���Q�R�W��
suggesting that we all give away our pos-
sessions and go live as monks (I enjoy my 
Xbox 360 as much as the next guy).  What 
I am suggesting is that perhaps social-
ism does have some good ideas, and that 
�Z�H���V�K�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���E�U�D�Q�G���D�Q�\-
thing Socialist as evil, inherently wrong, 
�D�Q�G���´�8�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���µ�����,�·�P���D�O�V�R���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�L�Q�J��
that we as a country should try to be a 
little less ignorant, socialism is not evil or 
inherently wrong, it is all in the execution 
�W�K�D�W���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V���D�Q���L�G�H�D�·�V���P�H�U�L�W��

Socialism we can believe in

���������������;�O�L���L�]�L�U�[�Z���V�M���:�[�H�Y���;�Y�L�R�!���0�U�Z�\�Y�Y�L�J�[�P�V�U�����+�P�H�S�V�N�\�L���P�U���[�O�P�Z���Ä�S�T���H�U�K���P�U���[�O�L���+�:� ���Ä�U�H�S�L���¸�>�O�H�[���@�V�\���3�L�H�]�L���)�L�O�P�U�K�¹���W�S�H�J�L��
�[�O�L���J�O�Y�V�U�V�S�V�N�`���V�M���[�O�P�Z���Ä�S�T���H�Z���K�\�Y�P�U�N���[�O�H�[���L�W�P�Z�V�K�L�����H�M�[�L�Y���[�O�L���Ä�U�H�S���I�H�[�[�S�L���V�M���[�O�L���^�H�Y���I�\�[���I�L�M�V�Y�L���[�O�L���[�Y�L�H�[�`���Z�P�N�U�P�U�N���J�L�Y�L�T�V�U� �̀���
�4�V�Z�[���U�V�[�H�I�S�L���P�U���[�O�L���Ä�S�T���P�Z���>�V�Y�M�»�Z���H�I�P�S�P�[�`���[�V���S�L�H�]�L���[�O�L���Z�[�H�[�P�V�U���[�V���Q�V�P�U���[�O�L���,�U�[�L�Y�W�Y�P�Z�L�����H�Z���^�L�S�S���H�Z���H���S�P�U�L���H�I�V�\�[���-�L�K�L�Y�H�[�P�V�U��
�K�P�W�S�V�T�H�[�Z���I�L�P�U�N���P�U�]�V�S�]�L�K���P�U���+�V�T�P�U�P�V�U���U�L�N�V�[�P�H�[�P�V�U�Z�����H�U�K���[�O�L���-�L�K�L�Y�H�[�P�V�U�»�Z���^�P�S�S�P�U�N�U�L�Z�Z���[�V���^�V�Y�R���^�P�[�O���[�O�L���:�V�U�»�H�����^�O�V���H�Y�L��
established as a Dominion ally during the war.

2377 - With the help of a future 
Admiral Janeway, the U.S.S. Voyager 
returns to the Alpha Quadrant. 
���¸�,�U�K�N�H�T�L�¹����

2379 - The events of Star Trek 
Nemesis, resulting in the death of 
�3�[�����*�T�K�Y�����+�H�[�H��
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